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EDGAR ALLAN POE.
On Tuesday morning, November 7, Poe called afc Mrs. Whitman's; but she, having been alarmed, it is said, by his failure to keep his engagement the previous Saturday, which she distinctly ascribes to his having become intoxicated in Boston, refused to see him until noon, despite all the messages that he could invent. In the afternoon he again called, by appointment, 'and once more implored her to marry him at once and return with him to New York. He excused his excesses in Boston on the ground of his anxiety in respect to her decision, and on that and the following day continued to plead his cause with all his eloquent abandonment of language and manner. The details of the termination of this interview and of its consequences have been narrated by Mrs. Whitman herself with slight variations. The earliest account, so far as is known, is contained in a private letter of March, 1860, In this, after mentioning that Poe "had vehemently urged me to an immediate marriage,'* she continues as follows: —
" As an additional reason for delaying a marriage which, under any circumstances, seemed to all my friends full of evil portents, I read to him some passages from a letter which I had recently received from one of hia New York associates. He seemed deeply pained and wounded by the result of our interview, and left me 'ftbhvptiy, saying that if we met again it would be as '8t¥anger$. He passed the evening in the bar-room of hia l, and .after a night of delirious frenzy, returned the
